
PURPOSE: This Club (Chinook RV Club) exists to promote social, recreational &  informa-

tional exchange activities that provide for the enjoyment and pleasurable use of all its members.  

Our club functions primarily in the western and central US, although it is open to qualified  

members from the Eastern  club (Chinook Camping Club). 

   DUES : Our dues are $35.00/year.  Our fiscal and membership year is October 1 through   

September 30. Prompt payment not only helps Treasurer in budgeting expenses, but also helps  

the V.P.Membership to produce our Membership Directory. Please advise V.P.Membership  

of any changes in e-mail and mailing addresses. 

UPCOMING RALLIES 
Pahrump, NV    (Mini Rally)  In Mar 27ï out Mar 30, 2014 

Pismo Beach, CA (Mini Rally)  In May29-out June 1, 2014 

Browns Bay , B.C. (Mini)         In June 9-out June 13, 2014 

Canyonville, OR (Annual)    In August 28, out Sept 1 ,2014   

Webmaster:   
Dave Shehane: 

webmaster@chinookrvclub.com   

 

Editor:  
Mike Froess 

editormike@flash.net 
 

Club Historian:  
Margie Froess 

mfroess@flash.net 
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October 

2013 

Membership Dues are NOW DUE.   

 Please mail them in NOW.  
 If renewing, please check last years directory and 

correct any mistakes.  We had some program errors.  

Write a note with any corrections and send them in. 

                  mail to the V. P. Membership..  

 

Chinook RV Club   % Kelli Scheese,  

 6530 N. Amherst Street,   

Portland, OR, 97203                                                            
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Message from the President 

 

 

 

 

 

        Linda          and           Sylvia Speak   ( VP Rallies) 

Junction City, Oregon (near Eugene).  I gather there are some 

complicated joint agreements with CC as CC  struggles to 

return from the corporate bankruptcy graveyard.  The original 

founder of Country Coach has taken over the bankrupt CC 

assets and is presently in the parts and upgrade business for 

their prior coaches. 

 Dues are past due!  PLEASE send your checks to 

Kelli  so  we  can  print  the  roster.  It  is  one  of  the  only 

administrative tasks of the club and becomes bothersome to 

extend and extend the printing just to try to get everybody into 

the roster.  Please sit down right now and send your dues 

check iné.still only $35 a year per coach. 

 So, as the fall turns to winter and some are looking to 

winterize their coaches for a winterôs nap, we all should look 

forward to an exciting schedule of flash rallies, mini-rallies 

and next yearôs annual rally.  I for one am looking forward to 

just seeing my coach again after a long hiatus at the repair 

shopé..see you all at next yearôs rallies! 

 

                                         Dave Shehane, President 

   The club has rallies so that members can gather, socialize, and learn more 

about their rigs from more ñexperiencedò owners and those with special expertise. The 

Chinook RV Club has a schedule of at least three ñminiò rallies and one annual rally 

every year. 

 I feel that because of the large geographic area we handle and also harder 

economic times, many of us would like to gather more often, but closer to home.  

Personally, I canôt afford to fill up my Chinook several times on the way to and from a 

mini rally in addition to the fees for the camping.  Iôm sure Iôm not alone in finding 

that I need to stay within a ñcamping budgetò. 

 Secondly, membership and rallies are closely linked.  Younger owners are 

now buying many Chinooks and those potential members still work a 9-5 job, making 

attendance at rallies more difficult.  By having more rallies in different locations 

throughout our area, it would be easier for someone to attend, since travel would be 

only a few hours instead of days, in some cases, to regularly scheduled mini or annual 

rallies in far away locations. 

 Mini rally and annual rally hosts and hostesses are reimbursed for their RV 

space, given a limited budget to purchase food and other items such as; travel means, 

decorations, prizes, etc.  ñHostsò for flash rallies are not. 
 So why would I want to schedule a flash rally instead of a Mini or Annual 

Rally?  Because you can be as little or as much involved as youôd like in preparation.  

Most RV parks require a certain number of rigs to give a discounted rate and a flash 

rally may only have a few rigs.  You can have members make their own arrangements 

with the park or you can chose to handle it yourself.  Thatôs another difference.  A 

flash rally can be as simple as letting me know that youôre going to a great or new RV 

Park and will be there between XX and XX dates, and if anyone would like to join 

you, to let you know. I can then let the membership know by email, or newsletter if 

advance time permits, so those interested could let you know. A couple of years ago 

the Raudmanôs did that when they were heading out to the desert for some camping 

and welcomed anyone wanting to join them.  . 
 Lastly, many Chinook owners enjoy their rigs and the comfort they bring.  

How relaxing to go enjoy the outdoors while having the comforts of home and in such 

a beautiful RV!  But organizing and coordinating rally, preparations and hosting are 

not for you?  Consider a Flash Rally and enjoy all of those things mentioned and the 

company of some like minded Chinookers!                                                                                       

                                                      Sylvia Teague   VP Rallies                          

 

 

Dear Fellow Chinookers:                                                                          

 Eva and Al Molina brought out  there A+ game.  What a great 

rally. Fun-fun-fun. We all loved every minute of every day.                 

 First day, Pizza , lots and lots of pizza great choices .       

 Second day, we went to Palm Springs, thanks to Bert Wall and 

Ray Blackburn for driving the vans, to go on the tram in Palm 

Springs .  Great.  If you ever go, don't hold on to tight to the rail because 

the floor is moving around.  I did that and was saved by Eva and Jane 

Early. Eva was hanging on to me and Jane was hollering ñLet go Linda, 

don't hold so tight ñ.  You  just had to be there. It was so funny.  Loved it, 

thank you ladies.  That night (Friday Night) those who wanted to, went to 

Eva and Alsô favorite Mexican Food place.  I can see why itôs their  fa-

vorite.   Great place,  lots of attitude, clean, good drinks and the food was 

excellent.  The service was great.                                                  More 

fun shared with fellow Chinookers.  We had our annual Board meeting.  It 

was productive.  Then we had our annual address from our President 

Dave , then a report from all the officers present.  Next we had our ca-

tered dinner.  BBQ ribs and chicken, and salads, bread and desert.  Eva 

then announced the winners of the games we had been playing.  Eva said 

that everyone playing got a prize, those who didn't play, did not.. When 

the music started, some left , but most stayed.  I stayed and danced the 

night away.  I had lots of fun and I am sure we all did.                                                                                                         

 Eva and Al , on behalf of the club,  thank you for hosting and 

giving us lots of good memories.  We loved it.   Thanks again.                  

We have a lot of great rallies planned, and hope to see more members 

participate.  They are always a lot of fun..                                                              

   Linda Blackburn  VP Rallies 

 

 

  So what the heck is a ñFlash Rallyò? 
 Flash Rallies are scheduled in between the mini rallies and the 

annual rally.  Conceivably there could be two or three flash rallies scheduled 

simultaneously in different areas, so that more members could attend. Some 

of us like a few more rallies, especially in certain geographic areas, like 

Oregon, Washington and far Northern California.   Perhaps the Southern 

California, Arizona group would like the same. 

 Having just returned from our great 2013 rally in 

Desert Hot Springs, I am energized by the enthusiasm that 

our members are putting into the planning and putting on of 

great activities for the benefit of all of our members.  A great 

thanks to Al and Eva for their work putting together a great 

annual rally!   And   the reports  from our Rally VPôs are 

exciting.  There are great mini-rallies and rallies to come in 

the next year along with the new ñFlashò rallies, all giving 

our members more opportunities and options to get out with 

their Chinooks, see more places, and meet more people.  It is 

all truly exciting.  It is the core of what our club is abouté. 

 As I reported at the annual meeting, I recently 

talked to John Chelis , the ex Trailwagons Marketing VP 

who works for Phil Rizzo, the owner of Wagon Trail RV and 

the new Chinook venture.  They are moving ahead full bore 

with the first prototype, an improved Glacier that will be off 

the line in December.  Next will be the Concourse; then an 

all new 24 ft on a Mercedes Chassis.  Then they are thinking 

about a 30 ft 'ish w 3 slides on a Workhorse chassis based on 

a floor plan that one of the major RV makers dropped.  They 

expect to start taking orders in about 3 months.  The new 

Chinooks are being built at the Country Coach (CC) plant in 
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First Flash Rally   held July 19-21, 2013 @ Seven Feathers RV Resort, Canyonville, Oregon. 

  

 Five rigs braved the heat 

and stayed at the beautiful Seven 
Feathers RV Resort. A couple of us 
came a night early and stayed a day 
or two afterwards. There canôt be 
enough good said about this RV 
Park. Beautiful wide paved roads, 
green grass, and 24 hour shuttle 
service around the resort and into 
Canyonville. My favorites, the hang-
ing baskets of petunias at both ends 
of the bridges and entrance to the 
park and the nicely paved paths all 
around the park to walk the dogs. 
 

 In attendance from Oregon 

were, Anne and Bill Dare from Al-
bany, Kelli and Jerry Scheese from 
Portland, and Carla Yancey from 
Klamath. Ray and Linda Blackburn 
and myself represented California! 
This was Carlaôs first outing with the 

Chinook RVôs and I think she enjoyed 
herself. She certainly learned more 
about the new to her 03 Chinook Pre-
mier. Hereôs hoping we see more of 
her at future rallys.  
 

 The temps turned quite warm 

(high 90ôs and 100ôs) during our stay, 
but no one melted although the ACôs 
got a good workout. Food as usual was 
aplenty and no one went hungry. Pot 
lucks were spontaneous and excellent. 
A few of us had dinner and or break-
fast at the casino or truck stop restau-
rant during our stay. 
 

 No pictures were taken of the 

event, but Iôll leave you with a lovely 
picture of small part of the resort.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

                            Sylvia Teague  

 

    

     

      Thursday 9-12-2013) In the morning, 

our hosts Kelli and Jerri Scheese,  made 

French Toast and eggs for everyone. The 

rest of the group will arrive later, making 

it a total of 8 Chinooks. The weather here 

was a little on the cool side, in the 60's, 

but is a nice change from the heat of the 

previous week.  That evening, we had our 

pot-luck  and enjoyed each others com-

pany.                                                     

 Friday 9-13-2013 In the morning 

we gathered at the front of the RV park to 

get on the shuttle for the river boat ride.  

Even though it was ñFriday the 13thò, all 

went well.  There were 8 of us that went on  

Jerryôs Rogue Jet boat up 52 miles on 

Rogue River.  It was a memorable experi-

ence.  Our captain had 28 years experience  

 

     Wednesday 9-11-2013  

Scheeseô sure picked a great RV park 

for this rally.  We were the 3rd ones 

to arrive, and were a day early. This 

campground is unique, in that there 

are 5 circular camping areas , each 

with 8spots arranged like a wagon 

wheel.   These are the back -in type.  

In the center of each group is a cov-

ered circular gazebo  with electric 

lights, 4 long picnic benches on the 

perimeter, wash sink and electrical 

outlets at the very center, along with 

2 BBQôs. 

 

 

  

       Later on that day , two more 

Chinookers arrived, and we had an 

impromptu pot-luck

Gold Beach Flash Rally   held Sept 12-15, 2013 @ Indian Creek RV Park, Gold Beach, OR 
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on the river, and was a very capable driver.  

We stopped at  Agness for a rest stop, 

which is 32 miles up river.  Along the way 

we spotted river otters, bears, eagle nests , 

a river turtle and great scenery.    Every 

once in a while, he would spin the boat 360 

degrees, and we had to really hold on.  

Thrilling!   

  On the trip back, we stopped again 

in Agness for a buffet lunch.  It was foggy 
when we started out on the trip, but soon had 

clear skies, but the temps were in the 60ôs. 
Traveling 30-40 mph in the boat brought the 
wind chill waaaay down.  Glad I brought a 

coat!  On a few of the ñSpinsò we got really 
soaked ! On the way back to the doc, we 

stopped and fishermen proudly showed us 

their salmon catch. There were some really 
big salmon. 

 Saturday was free, and we held our 

final pot luck that night.                           

  Mike Froess 

Gold Beach Flash Rally , Continued 

Chinook RV Club  Financial Statement  
           fiscal year end September 30-2013 

 

                                                                                                        Debit             Credit 

Beginning Balance          $7,602.84 

Income From Dues            2,415.00 

Expenses 

 Rallies            

  Williams , AZ      $843.35 

  Paso Robles , CA        400.00  

  Branson, MO        214.01 

  Quincy, CA         256.12 

  Pismo Beach -(Deposit)       237.98 

  Desert Hot Springs, CA     1,500.00 

 Bank Charges            85.78 

 Printing                     514.97 

 Postage to Skillings for Albums                                               46.05 

 Supplies           151.60 

TOTALS                                                                                        $4,249.86      $10,017.84        

Ending Balance                                                                                                    $5,767.98 

                                            By Barbara Jensen, Treasurer 
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 Wednesday  10-9-2013   For the 

start of our rally. most of us came today, 

and were greeted by winds and later in the 

evening with rain. It started to rain as 6pm 

approached.  We were scheduled to meet at 

the clubhouse at 6PM for Pizza dinner and 

get together..  It was a good turnout with 16 

member coaches in attendance.  We had 

round-robin introductions and devoured all 

the Pizzas.   

The rain 

and wind 

continued 

through-

out the 

evening.       

 Thursday 10-10-2013.  We 

awoke this morning to clear skies, and a 

dusting of snow on the mountain peaks. 

Off at 9am to clubhouse for breakfast 

of scrambled eggs, hash brown pota-

toes, and biscuits and gravy, and fresh 

fruit.  After breakfast, we all partici-

pated in a competitive game of darts, 

with some members finding the target 

to be elusive. In the evening a potluck 

is scheduled for 6pm.  The Chavarelas 

arrived in the afternoon, bringing total 

attendance to 17. As usual in our pot 

lucks, there was too much food.  

     Friday 10-11-2013  We gathered  at 

10am for the ride up to the Palm Springs 

Aerial Tram for our ride to the top of  Mt 

San Jacinto State Park.  Two 15 passenger 

vans were rented along with one of the 

members cars for transportation. . We 

drove into Palm Springs and then up to the 

base of the Tram.  The tram travels 2.5 

miles up to the top in just 10 minutes. 

Each car carries up to 50 passengers.  

The floor rotates  slowly while the out-

side remains stationery, so holding onto 

the handrails too tightly created a prob-

lem, in that you move, but the handrail 

doesnôt.  As we neared the top, at 8500 

feet, snow was on the ground, and  the 

temperature was a mere 46 degrees.   On 

one of the overlook points, was a huge 

bolder with a depression.  People have 

been throwing coins into it.  We had a 

nice (expensive) lunch there, walked 

around and viewed sights, and got 

back on the Tram about 2:30.  We 

caravanned back down the mountain, 

and drove into 

downtown Palm 

Springs to view a 

large statue of 

Marilyn Monroe. 

A lot of pictures 

were taken there. 

Note the size of 

the car in back-

ground.                          

        We drove 

CHINOOK RV CLUB,  10th Annual Rally,  Desert Hot Springs, CA      


