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            TRAILBLAZERTRAILBLAZER  

President’s Message 

 

Wow, time for an autumn message already! Feels like we hardly got 

back from the great rally in Elkhart, Indiana. Unless we’re meeting folks 

who can’t get away at other times of year, summer isn’t a huge travel 

period for us. We overnight, do day trips, or just stay at home. And we 

really did kind of find Elkhart fulfilling; I haven’t had that killer wanderlust I 

felt after being snowed in all those months before Navarre. 

Still, the road is starting to call in subtle little ways. I keep seeing little things that need 

attention on the Chinook. Nothing that really *has* to be done, but doing it makes me feel a 

bit more like I’m getting ready for some camping. And there’s good camping to be done 

coming up! Cooler days and our own little Oktoberfest promise to make the October rally 

and annual meeting awesome! 

I feel truly fortunate that Jeannie and I have the ability to get away when we want to. Not 

everyone can, for one reason or another. There are so many names on our membership 

roles for people I have never met. If there are ways the club can enrich your Chinooking I 

sure hope you’ll let us know.  

 

See you soon,  

Mark McCluski 

 

President 

Mark McCluski 

chinookcamping@icloud.com 

 

VP, Membership 

Gayle Wroble 

ChinookCampingClub@gmail.com 

 

VP, Rally 

Cricket (Cynthia) Jones 

cmjfreedom@outlook.com 

 

Treasurer 

Linda Stamper 

lindastamper@bellsouth.net 

 

Secretary & Sunshine 

Diane Poole 

poolead72@gmail.com 

 

Chair, Nominating Committee 

Diane Cremens 

dscremens@gmail.com 
 

Thank you to the Webmaster for 

both CRVC and CCC,  

Dave Shehane, 

for his time and talent in 

posting our Trailblazer 

Governing Board 
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The final rally of 2014 and annual meeting will be on 

October 5-8 at American Heritage 

RV Park in Williamsburg VA        
http://www.americanheritagervpark.com/ 
 
Hosts are Nita and Klaus Wilkinson and Eileen and Russ Disbrow for this Octoberfest event. 

October 5-8 American Heritage RV Park, Williamsburg VA  

 

The Theme for the Fall Chinook Club Rally in Williamsburg is 

OKTOBERFEST. Since OktoberFest’s origin is Bavaria, the colors are blue 

and white. Germany’s flag is black, red, and gold. And of course, 

celebrating in Williamsburg, red, white and blue are a must.  

So, pick your colors, pick your décor, set out your attire, prepare your 

libations, and plan for a great Fest! Think German food, drink, music, and entertainment. 

Be sure to bring your favorite beer mug. We will have a beer stein contest with prizes for 

various categories. The liquid inside can be of your choosing. Thrift stores offer great 

opportunities for stein finds and the steins make great planters, pen holders, or kitchen tool 

containers after the Rally. Of course, they can also be recycled back to the Thrift Stores. 

If you are so inclined, we invite you to get into the spirit by bringing German influenced 

snacks for the meet and greet. Here is a link to get some recipe ideas and background on 

the Celebration:    http://www.germanfoodguide.com/oktoberfest.cfm 

Final 2014 Rally and Annual Meeting in October 

http://www.americanheritagervpark.com/
http://www.germanfoodguide.com/oktoberfest.cfm
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(Annual Meeting Cont.) 

Our annual club dinner (bring only your great appetite) on Monday night will celebrate Oktoberfest with a menu filled 

with German tradition. We’ll include both meat and vegetarian options in the buffet. Oktoberfest beverages will be 

provided by your hosts with monetary donations gratefully appreciated. Of course, there will be appropriate music and 

games. 

We want to make this a fun, entertaining, memorable Rally. Come and enjoy time with your 

friends. Plan to do as much or as little on the OKTOBERFEST theme as you wish. As usual, 

we’ll have time for whatever folks want to do. 

 

Gemuetlichkeit (goodwill) Games 

Tuesday Afternoon and Evening 

 Beer Stein Competition-  Largest, smallest, most colorful, oldest,etc. 

Beer Stein Race- Game deeply rooted in German tradition: Contestants race a short 

distance across a course two fists full of filled beer steins. The winner is determined not 

only by the best time, but by the amount of beer left in the steins at the finish line. A second 

is added onto the contestant’s time for each ounce of beer spilled. Sound easy? The 

Octoberfest filled steins weigh close to 35 lbs.! Ours will not be quite this size. 

 PET Parade- Best German dressed 4-legged competition. Use your imagination if 

your pet normally walks on 2 legs. 

 Other ???? 

Schedule (subject to change) 

Sunday – 5 October 2014 

5:30 PM – Meet and Greet---Bring Hors d'oeuvres/Finger Food to share   

6:30 PM – ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION 

7:00 PM – Group Photo   

 

Monday – 6 October 

8:30 – 9:30 AM – Club Provided Breakfast – Hosts: Eileen and Russ 

10:00 AM – Get to Know the EZ Directory – Gayle Wroble 

Free time to Visit Local Area Attractions  

4:00 – 5:00 PM - Chinook Open House 

5:30 PM – Oktoberfest Dinner Buffet with Music– Bring ONLY Your Beer Stein and Appetite – catered by Klaus and Nita 

 

Tuesday – 7 October 

8:30 – 9:30 AM – German Style Breakfast Buffet  

10:00 AM - Tom’s Tech Session   

Free time to Visit Local Area Attractions  

6:00 PM – Dine Together at Club House 

7:00 PM - German Game Night 

 

Wednesday – 8 October 

8:00 AM - Coffee and Goodbyes 

 

THINGS TO DO IN THE WILLIAMSBURG AREA- 

Colonial Williamsburg: http://www.visitwilliamsburg.com 

Jamestown and Yorktown:  http://historyisfun.org 

The College of William and Mary in Virginia, walk through one of the oldest and prettiest campuses in the nation.  

Williamsburg Pottery http://www.williamsburgpottery.com/ Shop till you drop 

Busch Gardens, more than just rides 

http://www.visitwilliamsburg.com
http://historyisfun.org
http://www.williamsburgpottery.com/
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Fun at the Elkhart Rally in June  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In June, the club met at the Elkhart Campground in Elkhart IN for the summer rally, and this step outside the east 

coast was a rousing success. Thanks to Cynthia Jones and Mike Sloop, everything went smoothly from the first 

welcome gathering to the final goodbyes. Twenty seven coaches made the trip, including two from the Western Club, 

Doug and Oleta Askerman and Jim & Marnie Weidmaier. 

Many came in early on Sunday for informal visiting. On Monday, we had 

rain again (rallies seem to include rain lately!) but everyone arrived safely 

and gathered for the meet and greet on Monday night. This was the second 

time we’ve brought finger foods and hors d'oeuvres to the gathering and it 

seems to be working well! There is still plenty to eat, no one has to knock 

themselves out in the kitchen on the first day and cleanup is easy. We had a 

slightly soggy but level area of the campground close to the meeting space 

and showers assigned to us, so visiting was convenient.  

During the day, a news crew from the local station dropped by at Cynthia’s invitation to shoot some footage for a 

story on the RV museum and impact of RVs on the local economy and history. You can see the clip of club president 

Mark McCluski talking about our visit to the RV/MH Hall of Fame museum at 

http://www.wsbt.com/video-and-photos/future-looks-bright-for-rv-hall-of-

fame/26630068  

On Tuesday, we were greeted by volunteers that took our orders for 

personal omelets, scrambled up by the Chinook cooks complete with an 

assortment of meats, vegetables and cheese. What a way to start the day! 

After the breakfast, we enjoyed hearing Tom Jackson describe all the 

technical issues he and Mark McCluski had worked on in the spring with 

Mark’s Chinook. There was a little good-natured roasting involved, but a lot of 

useful information about shocks and alignments, tires and driving techniques 

to be had!  

After the tech talk, we disbanded to see the sights around the area. 

Elkhart might seem to be a little town in Indiana that has a huge RV 

presence, but there are a number of surrounding areas with interesting 

activities. Some went to the Shipshewanna Flea Market, which is a huge 

conglomeration of buildings and covered shed areas loaded with bargain 

merchandise (perhaps less local craft and more Chinese import than we 

might have thought). Nearby was the Amish and Mennonite history center, 

numerous attractive towns complete with horse and buggy residents. Some 

members took advantage of the proximity to RV manufacturers and parts suppliers and had issues fixed or parts 

http://www.wsbt.com/video-and-photos/future-looks-bright-for-rv-hall-of-fame/26630068
http://www.wsbt.com/video-and-photos/future-looks-bright-for-rv-hall-of-fame/26630068
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It’s fun to contribute to the group by serving as on officer!  

The next rally will be our annual meeting and election of officers. It would be great if our members would consider 

serving our club by running for an office and we could have a real election of officers. Positions up for election are 

President, VP Rallies, VP Membership, Treasurer, Secretary/Sunshine, and Nominating Committee. If you are 

interested in serving as an officer, please contact me at dscremens@gmail.com or by phone at 815-985-4612. See 

you in Williamsburg. Thank you.  

Diane Cremens, Chair, Nominating Committee  

located. Others relaxed, played games and did what we do best—visited 

with friends old and new!  

   Tuesday evening we gathered for one of our 

food highlights—the Pot Luck dinner. No fear 

ever of not having enough to eat. If you leave 

hungry, it’s your own fault! Afterward, games, 

line dancing, visiting, gathering ideas, 

suggestions, tips, tricks and solutions!  

   Wednesday was the highlight of the trip: our visit 

to the RV museum. We Chinook-pooled the short 

distance, and made for an impressive caravan! At 

the museum, we were greeted by our tour guide, 

introduced to the museum and offered a group 

discount and a discounted donor membership. Our 

brick is already installed. They had arranged tables 

in their exhibition event area for our picnic lunch, 

and afterward we viewed the introductory video.  

   Then it was off to the exhibition halls. What 

wonderful vehicles they have on display, and many 

of them you are welcomed to walk into and examine 

more closely. If you didn’t make it to the rally, but 

are in the area, you should definitely make the time 

to visit the  RV/MH Hall of Fame—it’s worth the trip!  

   After Wednesday night’s dinner, we enjoyed an ice 

cream social with a return visit from our museum 

tour guide who treated us to  additional RV history 

and slides. Later in the campground, many 

members enjoyed photographing and learning about 

raptors and other birds of prey from a young couple 

with the Flight of the Raptor, who were camping en 

route to their next exhibition.  

   Thursday morning it was time to wrap up and say good bye till next 

time!  

   We are extremely grateful to the hard work of Cynthia (Cricket) Jones and Mike Sloop for all the planning and 

arrangements, the wonderful breakfast, tour plans and entertainment! And to all the other volunteers who jump in to 

set up, cook, clean up and coordinate! Looking forward to the fall meeting and rally in Williamsburg!  
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Just for Fun 

Do you know a member who is ill 

or recovering that needs some 

SUNSHINE?   

Send the info to Diane Poole at 
poolead72@gmail.com 

Chinook Social Media                http://chinookrvclub.com/ 

There is a Yahoo Group called "ChinookRVOwners" that is a great resource for all 

things Chinook. You can find the group at:  http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/

ChinookRVOwners/  

Sally Arnold has set up a blog for us to add info about places we have enjoyed while 

traveling. The entries are divided by state, and it is very easy to use and make 

contributions. Find this blog at: http://www.chinooktravel.blogspot.com/ It needs 

your entries, share your experiences with fellow Chinookers!  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/chinookcampingclub This group is designated 

as “secret” which means it is only for members. You will need to 

request to join by sending a response to one of the weekly updates sent 

to you by email. It’s a fun social tool that keeps us in touch 

between rallies. With the security setting, we can also post photos and 

info from our trips as we’re travelling.  

Club Logo Items/Signs 

The club has a variety of logo items available for purchase. The Royal or White collared polo shirt is very nice. Also 

recently added are T-shirts in Royal or White which look great with our club Baseball Cap.  In 

addition to the above, a few members have purchased a lightweight fleece vest which is very 

sharp. For information on availability contact Eileen at  

chinook121@tampabay.rr.com or by calling 813-633-5113. 

Eileen also can get you the club member signs for the door of your rig that we use at the 

rallies if you have misplaced yours or lost it somewhere along the way like I did! Contact her at 

the number above and she’ll get one ready for you for the next rally. 

 

On the road, you never know who you might meet driving a Chinook. And we 

often have questions about the towing capability of the rig.  Recently Russ and 

Eileen Disbrow  happened upon this Chinook. Looks like the Chinook lives up to 

its quality reputation!  

 

 

http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/ChinookRVOwners/
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/ChinookRVOwners/
http://www.chinooktravel.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/chinookcampingclub
mailto:chinook121@tampabay.rr.com
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Our club membership is currently at 101 

members. Since the last newsletter, we 

have welcomed 8 new members!  

#362 

Denis & Dinah Murdock 

Justin, TX 

2002 Destiny 

 

#363 

David Eppstein 

Deborah Foster 

Brookline, MA 

2004 Premier 

 

#364 

William & Ruth Yobs 

Tobyhanna, PA 

1995 Premier 

 

#365 

Dennis & Martha Booker 

Forest, VA 

2002 Destiny 

 

Welcome back to #213 

Cyndy Gabrys 

Kill Devil Hills, NC 

2004 Glacier 

#366 

Carl & Judy Fenton-Ray 

Salisbury, NC  

1999 Concourse  

 

# 367 

Mark D. and Peggy S. Barons 

Lexington, MA 

2003 Concourse 

 

# 368 

William (Bill) J. and Laura S. Fischer 

Midlothian, VA 

1997 Concourse 

 

 

 

~~ NEWS ~I know, I’m moving at a 

snail’s pace to get our new digital 

membership book online. The app is 

working great, although *someone* still 

hasn’t gotten all the pictures added. 

(Now that I’m mostly moved into my new 

house, I hope to get it in gear!) There will 

be links included in one of Mark’s email 

updates which will allow you to access 

PDF copies of both our club roster, and 

an updated copy of the Bylaws/Code of 

Ethics book. 

I will be doing a talk at the Williamsburg 

rally about the EZ Membership App, and 

any thing else you have questions about 

concerning the membership book.  

See page 14 to review the instructions 

about accessing the member directory, 

and get your questions ready for the 

rally!  

Members represent the following 

Chinook ownership: model years 

range from 1993 through 2005: 

Concourse  49 

Premier  20 

Glacier  15 

Destiny  14 

Cascade    3 

Summit    2 

Eagle    1 

Baja     1 

 

2015 CLUB DUES OF $35 PER COACH WILL BE DUE ON OCTOBER 1  

BRING IT TO THE RALLY, OR MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO 

“Chinook Camping Club” and mail to: Chinook Camping Club, Linda Stamper, Treasurer 

219 Monte Vista Drive, Statesville, NC  28625 

 IMPORTANT NOTICE         IMPORTANT NOTICE         IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Please note that the club fiscal year changed effective in February, making the fiscal year from Oc-

tober 1 through September 31, dues for 2015 will be due on October 1.  

VP of Membership Report 2014 by Gayle Wroble 
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CHINOOK CHOWCHINOOK CHOWCHINOOK CHOW———RECIPES FROM THE ROADRECIPES FROM THE ROADRECIPES FROM THE ROAD   

Fresh Tomato Pie, Recipe based on Pam Stewart’s 

version of Tomato Pie. 

1 Deep Dish Pie Shell*, baked 7 minutes @ 400 

degrees (Pillsbury Pie Shells works well) 

3 Medium Fresh Tomatoes, peeled, sliced and drained 

on paper towels to remove excess moisture 

1/2 Red Onion, thinly sliced 

10 Leaves of fresh basil -chopped 

1 Tsp. Italian Seasoning 

1 Cup Shredded Sharp White Cheddar Cheese 

1 Cup Shredded Sharp or Medium Cheddar Cheese 

1/2 Cup Mayonnaise 

1 Tsp. Red Pepper Relish ** (found in pickle section) 

2 Garlic Cloves-Chopped 

1/2 Cup of Feta Cheese 

 

Bake pie shell, let cool. Sprinkle 1/2 cup of shredded 

cheese on bottom of pie shell. Then layer: slices of 

tomato (sprinkle with salt and pepper), onion, and basil. 

Sprinkle Italian seasoning over pie. 

Mix remaining cheese with mayonnaise, relish and 

garlic. Spread mixture over top of pie. Sprinkle Feta 

cheese over top of pie. 

Bake 30-35 minutes at 400 degrees. Let cool before 

slicing. Warms over 

well and is 

delicious!  

———————————— 

 

Fall is coming! Get 

ready for it with a 

crockpot soup! 

 

 

Split Pea, Potato, Ham and 

Leek Soup in the Crockpot 

 

2 leeks, sliced thin, washed 

and rinsed very well 

1 large onion, diced 

8 baby red potatoes, diced 

into bite size pieces 

1-2 cloves of garlic, I used 2 

large ones 

2 bay leaves 

1 teaspoon thyme  

1 ham bone 

1 1/2 cups dried split peas 

3 cups chicken broth, if using homemade stock, be sure 

to adjust the salt accordingly 

3 cups water 

salt and fresh cracked pepper to taste 

 

Set the crockpot on high and then layer the leeks, onion 

and potatoes into the bottom of the pot. Then add the 

ham bone, split peas, garlic, thyme and bay leaves. Pour 

the chicken broth and water on top of everything. 

Let this cook on high for 4-6 hours, or until the peas 

disintegrate into the broth and the potatoes are tender. 

Use a fork to remove and shred any remaining meat 

from the ham bone. Then remove the bone from the 

soup. Remove the bay leaves as well and then stir the 

soup.  

Season with salt and pepper to taste. At this point, you 

can adjust the heat to a lower setting. You can switch 

from high to low after about 4 hours and then simmering 

on low for another couple hours  to thicken a bit before 

dinnertime.  

Chinook Cook Book?? 

We’re still looking for the best way to put together a Chinook Cookbook. Do you have favorite on-the-road or rally 

recipes to share? Send them and any suggestions about how we might put together a cookbook, particularly one to 

which we can continue to add, to Diane Poole or Eileen Disbrow and let’s see if we can figure out the best way to 

catalog our great food! Let’s discuss it at the next rally!  
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 TIPS, TRICKS AND THINGS WE LEARN THE HARD WAY 

Recommended and Suggested—Websites and Apps, Facebook Groups 

Harvesthosts.com   americaswinetrails.com 

Gasbuddy.com also an app 

Allstays.com  A variety of paid apps depending on your needs: campgrounds, Walmarts, you name it!  

State Parks 

Rvparkreviews.com 

Doityourselfrv.com 

Boondockerswelcome.com https://www.boondockerswelcome.com/ 

Sanidumps.com  also an app 

http://www.nationalparkstraveler.com 

DO YOU HAVE A STORY TO TELL? A recommended upgrade, a fiasco, a mystery solved?  

Share it with our club members! Send it to me at cnbreeding52@gmail.com 

RVing Tip of the Day  RVtravel.com daily tips 

Refinish those worn-out exterior RV hatches and trim 

 

Tired of yellowing RV hatches, vents and trim? Consider 

this method for making the yellow disappear and the 

pieces look brand-new again! Cost effective, too! 

Sun, rain, wind and dust all take their toll on exterior 

finishes. Perhaps some of the most obviously affected 

areas of your RV are the hatches, trim pieces and other 

random plastic inserts that dot the outside. These pieces 

start out white and begin to slowly turn yellow or brown 

over time. 

You could start the process of removing and replacing every piece with a shiny new one at a considerable cost OR you could 

use this cost-effective method. All you'll need is elbow grease, sandpaper, tape and some specialty paint. 

An RV owner who goes by the name "Quicksilver" at the GlamisDunes Forum shared this method. He was annoyed with the 

yellowing RV hatches and trim that housed his dump hose, outside shower and other similar connections. 

 

Materials needed: 

• Spray paint (Krylon Fusion was used in this case. There are many colors to choose from.) 

• Painter's tape 

• Sandpaper (320 grit was used here) 

• Caulk sealant (optional) 

Procedure: 

• Sand each piece that you intend to paint, scoring the 

surface so the paint will stick. 

• Tape off the pieces to avoid over-spray of the paint. 

• Start the painting. 

• Repeat coats as needed. In this example there were three 

coats. 

• Run a new bead of caulk sealant around each piece after 

paint dries, if necessary. 

This simple method can be used for other surfaces on your RV as well. Roof vents and coverings can also be painted. You 

could fix up all sorts of plastic pieces on your RV, including side mirror housings, tire well trim and door handles. 

from doityourselfrv.com 

http://www.harvesthosts.com
http://americaswinetrails.com/
http://www.gasbuddy.com/
http://www.allstays.com
http://www.Rvparkreviews.com
http://www.doityourselfrv.com
https://www.boondockerswelcome.com/
http://sanidumps.com/
http://www.nationalparkstraveler.com
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On the road again: Travelogue by Sally Arnold 

 

Vermont in the Fall 

 

Is it too early to plan for July 2016? The rally in Vermont will be filled with 

fabulous scenery! Terry and I went to Vermont in October 2009, one of our first 

big trips in our wonderful Chinook. We left on Monday October 19th and worked 

our way up through Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania 

and New York before we finally got to Vermont.  

The fall leaves are beautiful so try to find 

some scenic routes on your way to 

Williamsburg this fall. The leaves will be beautiful when we are there too. On 

our trip we spent some time in the Shenandoah National Forest in Virginia, 

camping at the Big Meadow. It was beautiful with all of the color. I painted a 

little while Terry went out and hiked the trail at the Big Meadow. He came 

back excited because he had managed to see some larger deer with horns 

and even a black bear. There had been 4 inches of snow a few days before 

and you could still see remnants of it. The weather was beautiful for us cool 

but not cold. I think fall is one of my favorite times to travel. 

In New York we were looking for a campground and went to the first one to 

find no one there. It was sort of being built or renovated and there was just a 

note on the door, we chose not to stay there. The second one we rode to we 

went down the back road very slowly but never did find where it was, right road 

but no campground. So as we are leaving to go back to I-81 we saw another 

sign. So.. we finally found a beautiful 

campground by East Lake. We stayed the night 

there and they had beautiful stone buildings with 

lots of fir trees that were huge. They had 

wonderful things for families to do in the summertime, 

pool, putt-putt golf, horseback riding and game rooms. 

The campground was really nice but had a beautiful old 

charm with stone buildings that I loved. 

Finally we were in Vermont! We stayed in Manchester 

the first night. A really pretty old town with high end 

boutique shops for men and women. We also managed 

to make our way into the Orvis shop.. a fisherman's 

dream. Many 

campgrounds 

close up North 

after Labor Day; but I think it depends on 

their weather. They were having beautiful 

weather that year so I think some were 

staying open longer. We still had to look to 
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find one open. So that is one thing to 

remember when you are traveling in the fall 

and winter be sure campgrounds in the area 

you will be are open. In Vermont, I guess 

because of the population not being too 

dense there are fewer places to stay. One 

nice thing about our Chinooks though we 

can pull over just about anywhere if we 

need to eat, sleep, or just enjoy the scenery. 

In Shelburne we went to the Shelburne 

Museum, a fantastic museum that you don't 

want to miss. They were having a special 

event showing of motorcycles and Tiffany 

glass lamps. I was able to make lots of 

pictures of the 38 historic buildings that 

they have on the property. You were even 

able to make pictures inside as long as you didn't use a flash. So I really 

enjoyed this museum and we spent almost all day there. What we didn't realize 

was that it was the last normal day of the museum being open. The next day 

they were having a Halloween party and expected 2000 people to attend then 

closed for the season. 

Here are a few of the things that we saw in the exhibits. They had a lot of 

original artwork: Monet, Degas, and many others held in their private collection. 

The Mary Cassatt painting was my favorite. 

On our way over to the mountains of 

Vermont we passed by Ben and Jerry's Ice 

Cream Factory. Couldn't pass that up so 

we did the tour and got our sample of 

Triple Caramel Chocolate Chunk! All it does 

is make you want more and go to their 

counter and buy another ice-cream treat. A 

fun free stop. 

We saw so many beautiful barns, 

bridges, and rivers. I love the silos. Some more interesting 

things were a beaver lodge. but we didn't see any beavers, but 

we did look for them. A really neat portable stop light. Now 

doesn't that make a lot of sense. We saw one of these at 

Cape Breton where the road had partially fallen away. The 

latest in landscape elements, the wind turbine, is popping up 

everywhere. I would love to have one in Ellijay to provide our 

power. 

Vermont has lots of covered bridges and so we managed to 

find a lot of them. They were tucked everywhere and along 
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with the bridges we managed to find a Maple Sugar House. The 

lady was so nice when we pulled up and asked her if she was 

open. A lot of the Maple Sugar houses are privately owned by 

families who own the property and make the syrup. She said 

she would be glad to show us their "factory" if we'd like to see it. 

I was amazed at how syrup is made. I still thought that they put 

the little tin pails at the tree to collect the sap. Not so.. they 

have tubing that goes from tree to tree and a vacuum draws it 

down to their collector tank. All of the tanks and cooking vats 

are stainless steel and I never would have thought inside their 

barn they had all of this equipment. She showed us everything 

and then offered us to taste the different kinds of syrup. That was especially nice and also not what I thought. The light 

to dark amber syrup is all equal, the color is determined by the weather/temperature. Each time they make syrup they 

keep a sample and they were just beautiful sitting up in the window with the light coming through them. I hope to paint 

a picture of that. The taste test was also a surprise. I have always thought that the better syrup was the dark amber.. 

with the taste test my favorite was the "fancy", a very light amber, the darker the amber the stronger taste and I didn't 

like it nearly as much. So we learned all about the maple syrup 

industry and couldn't leave without buying some fancy maple 

syrup.  

Worked our way back over to Burlington and went up the 

islands of Lake Champlain. It was really nice and I love the 

older houses up North. They have such charm. We don't have 

anything like them down here. We left Vermont at the 

Canadian border and crossed over into New York again. Now 

we were on our way home. 

Once we make the turn from being "on the way to" to "on the 

way back" it changes my mind to start wanting to get home. I 

start thinking more about the kids, and we are a little more 

direct about our directions once that turn is made. When we 

were driving out Old Bucktown Road to our home we both were looking at the beautiful leaves and Tickenettlely Creek 

by our home.. decided that the leaves are just as pretty here as they are anywhere! 

Take care.. Sally 

shelburnemuseum.org/ 

Shelburne Museum in Shelburne, Vermont is one of the 

country's most diverse museums of paintings, folk art, quilts 

and textiles. 

 

Vermont Covered Bridge Map 

www.coveredbridgemap.com/vt/ 

A free, interactive map of covered bridges in Vermont. 

http://www.shelburnemuseum.org
http://www.coveredbridgemap.com/vt/
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Rally Chair Cynthia (Cricket) Jones  has been busy this winter finalizing an amazing slate of  rallies all the way 

through 2016! Pull out your calendars and start planning your trips to join the Chinookers at these fantastic 

destinations!  

2015 Chinook Camping Club Rally Dates 

 
January: Sunday 11th – Wednesday 14th  

Ocala Sun RV Resort (changed – same 2007) $37.00 

2559 SW Hwy 484 Ocala, FL 34473 (352-307-1100) (fax-

307-9100)  ocalasunrvresort.com 

Email – info@ocalasunrvresort.com 

HOST: (Volunteer Host needed, contact Cricket!) (30 sites) 

(Cut off date: December 12th 2014) 

 

 

March : Sunday 29th – exit Thursday April 1st before noon****  

Rivers End – Tybee Island, GA $48.00F (W&E-$38) mid-season rate (20 

sites) 

5 Fort Avenue • PO Box 988 • Tybee Island, Georgia 31328 

Tel: 800.786.1016 • Email: riversend@cityoftybee.org 

HOST: Volunteer Host needed, contact Cricket!)  

Riversendcampground.com 

(Cut off date: February 11, 2015) 

 

 

July :Monday July 27th – exit Thursday 30th  

Alpine Lake RV Resort – 78 Heath Road Corinth, NY 

12822 $39.00     800-576-8541 (25 sites) 

alpinelakervresort.com 

alpinelake_mgr@equitylifestyle.com / 518-654-6260 

Peter E. Temeles - Resort Manager / Fax: 518-654-7652 

HOST: (Volunteer Host needed, contact Cricket!)  

(Cut off date: May 26th 2015) 

We encourage members to take advantage of their time 

spent here at the Resort by staying a little later or 

arriving a little earlier to enjoy the Northeast during the summer, however, it is important to note that the end 

of July is during our peak season so weekends (Friday & Saturday) are always in high demand so space is 

limited. Please contact for questions. Coming in on Sunday and exiting on Fridays should be no problem 

although we could not guarantee those sites would be with the Chinook Club. 

 

 

October: Sunday 11th – exit Thursday 14th –  

Bethpage Camp-Resort / P.O. Box 178, Urbanna, VA 23175 

679 Brown's Lane, Urbanna / (804) 758-4349 / Fax# 804-758-

0209 (30 sites) 

$39.95+tax - – 2015 (Michelle – contact) http://

www.bethpagecamp.com  

HOST: (Volunteer Host needed, contact Cricket!)  

(Cut off date: September 10th 2015 

Rally Schedule for 2015 

http://www.ocalasunrvresort.com
http://www.Riversendcampground.com
http://www.alpinelakervresort.com
http://www.bethpagecamp.com
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January :Thursday 14th – Sunday 17th –  

Tampa, FL - Lazy Days Rally Park  

$42 –Bkfs & lunch included. 621- Country Rd 579 Seffner, FL 

33584  

(800-350-6731) www.lazydays.com ***NOTE: this is during the 

big RV show and if you would like to stay Sunday & Monday call 

early. RV club coming in on Tuesday and not spaces will be 

available. (30 sites reserved) 

HOST: (Volunteer Host needed, contact Cricket!) 

(Cut off date is December 13th 2015 – site not guaranteed after cut-off) 

 

 

April : Sunday 24th – Wednesday 27th  

Natural Bridge KOA, Natural Bridge, VA 

$40 – 214 Kildeer Lane, Natural Bridge, VA 24578  

(800-562-8514) (25 sites) 

Info – 540-291-2770 http://www.naturalbridgekoa.com/ 

camp@naturalbridgekoa.info 

HOST: (Volunteer Host needed, contact Cricket!) 

 

 

July: Monday 18th –  Thursday 21st  

Pine Valley KOA, White River Junction, Vermont 

$50 – 3700 Woodstock Rd. White River Junction, Vermont  05001 (20 

sites) 

Reserve: 800-562-1621 / Info: 802-296-6711 / 

quecheekoa@comcast.net  http://www.pinevalleyrv.com/ 

HOST: (Volunteer Host needed, contact Cricket!) 

Speak with Cindy ONLY* 802-296-0014*****we can have more sites 

if people call and reserve early*** (cut off date is June 1st 2016) 

 

 

October Sunday 2nd – Wednesday 5th  

Mountain Pines CG - Champion, PA 

$34 – 1662 Indian Creek Valley Rd. Champion, PA 

15622 (30 sites) 

Reserve & Info: 724-455-7411 / 

www.mountainpinescamping.com   

HOST: _(Volunteer Host needed, contact Cricket!) 

(Cut off date is August 16th 2016) 
 

Ral ly  hosts  needed,  p lease contact  Cynthia  (Cr icket )  Jones at   cmjf reedom@out look.com  

Plan as much or as little as you like! Rally hosts may coordinate with the campground for the meeting 

facilities, and with those Chinookers attending to provide the club sponsored meals etc. Hosts are free to plan 

special events or meals, entertainment or activities and are not expected to assume financial costs. It’s a 

great way to contribute on a one-time (or more if you want) basis to the activities of the club. The more we 

spread around the tasks, the less each individual has to do! And we have an extraordinarily willing group of 

rally attendees who jump in to help cook, clean up, share a hobby, entertainment, information or experience!!  

Rally Schedule for 2016 

http://www.lazydays.com
http://www.naturalbridgekoa.com/
http://www.pinevalleyrv.com/
http://www.mountainpinescamping.com
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How to use the member directory app (and more info on accessing the directory) 

The App: The club membership is currently available as a smartphone app for Android and Apple phones. The app 

costs $4.99, and can be purchased on the Android Play Store, or the Apple App Store. Search for “EZ Member Di-

rectory”. The app icon will have a large blue EZ on a white background. You DO NOT have to purchase the app if 

you choose not to, but those of us who have tried it really like it. The information is loaded on your phone, so you 

can use it even if you do not have cell service. When you are connected to the internet, you can update the app to 

be sure you have the latest information available. This app uses a Google Business Account and is secure, and for 

our use only. You will receive an email with a login and password specifically for you. If a member leaves the club, 

their login will be disabled, and can no longer be used. Currently, most of the members do not have pictures load-

ed yet, but I will be doing that as time permits. A word of warning: At least on the iPhone app, if you tap anywhere 

near the phone number on the member list, your phone will automatically start dialing. I want you to be aware of 

this, or we may be inadvertently calling each other as soon as we start using it. :-) If you tap on the picture, you will 

avoid autodialing, and can then see the rest of the members' info. Members will be able to edit their text info from 

their own apps. Photos have to be added by the admin only, because they have to be cropped and resized a cer-

tain way. A member can only edit their own info (the app will not let them edit anyone else’s info), and an email will 

be sent to me, so I can change info in my master file. You will also be able to access an event calendar from this 

app. I will be sending out the password emails soon.  

Secure online web site: The Membership Directory will also be available at a se-

cure online site. You will be sent a web address, which you can only access using 

a Google G+ account. If you don’t already have one, they are free to set up. Only 

accounts that I specify can access it, so it is secure. If you don’t have a G+ ac-

count, and don’t want one, you will still be able to download and print your own directory. It may take me a little bit 

to review the procedures for setting this up, but it will be available as soon as I can get to it. Changes to the direc-

tory appear on this site as soon as they are entered, so this will always be current. 

Online printed version: I know that not all members have smart phones, or Google accounts, (and don’t want 

them), but would still like to be able to download the directory. Yes, there will be something for you. I am going to 

try to provide a Drop Box link where you can download the Directory in PDF format, and also the Bylaws/Code of 

Ethics booklet. You will be able to do this at least once a year in the fall, but I would like to try and update these 

files quarterly, if possible, so that the membership info will not be so out-of-date. 

Hard copy printed version: And finally, I know there may be some saying “Why do things have to change! I just want 

my printed book handed to me at a rally (or mailed if I can’t be there)!" There will be printed books available at ral-

lies for those who are unable to print their own. I will not be having them professionally printed anymore, because 

many members have indicated that they would prefer digital, so if anyone wants it printed, I, or someone else can 

print them “on demand”, as needed and staple them together. They will not look exactly like they did, do to the fact 

that they will be compiled using the program that also makes them available online, and they will also include pic-

tures (a welcome addition), but I think you’ll like the result.  

These changes will save the club money, save the Membership VP time (lots of time!), and provide a directory that 

will not be out-of-date two weeks after it’s printed. Please be patient while I get it all up and running. I think you all 

will like it when its completed. 

Happy Camping, 

Gayle Wroble, Membership VP 
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Thanks to Cricket Jones 

 and Mike Sloop 

E l k ha r t  I N  R a l ly  and  R V  Ha l l  o f  Fam e  V i s i t ,  J un e  2014  

Meet and Greet, lunch at the museum, vintage RVs, Mark 

& Cricket welcome, Eileen  finds a new friend, dessert 

time, repair time, breakfast orders, visiting, eating, more 

vintage RVs, dancing, cooking, new friends, old friends, 

and a very happy group!  


