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What a great year !  Our renewal process was a huge 

success (Thank you Jim and Nita!) and we have gained 

7 new member units since the first of the year.   

The April rally hosted by Dan & Maria Ashby at Gulf 

State Park was a wonderful event.  The state park had immacu-

late facilities and huge sites.  “Chinook Central” was born and 

members gathered for meals, friendship and games.  Many 

thanks to our hosts. 

It’s time now to think to the future, ways to improve, places to go 

and how you can volunteer and help out your fellow club mem-

bers continue to enjoy belonging to the Chinook Camping Club! 

Sincerely,    

Eileen  

President’s Message 

GULF STATE PARK RALLY A HUGE SUCCESS!   
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Thank you to the 

Webmaster for both                    

CRVC and CCC,  

Dave Shehane, 

for his time and talent in 

posting our Trailblazer. 

Members Bob & Louise Schloss 

and Ken & Ella Burr enjoy a 

walk on the beach at the Gulf 

State Park Rally 
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The Trailblazer is a publication of the Chinook Camping Club 

The Chinook Camping Club met at Gulf State Park in Gulf Shores, AL for our Spring Rally.    The event 

was hosted by Dan & Maria Ashby.   

Our usual activities, Potluck, a cook-out and breakfast were held at what has been dubbed by Alvin 

Cantrell as “Chinook Central”.  A canopy was purchased by the club for use at rallies and it was a wel-

come addition.  The sites were  spacious and we all enjoyed gathering there.    Members had the oppor-

tunity to visit Dan & Maria’s beach home, tour the local area, and enjoy the natural beauty of the camp-

ground.  A large group had lunch at Lambert’s Café “Home of the Throwed Roll”— what an experience!  

As we parted on Wednesday, many headed east to the Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola to watch 

the Blue Angels Practice.  Some members even climbed to the top of the Pensacola Lighthouse! 

RALLY SURVEY 

To date only 13 responses 

have been received….what 

happened to the rest of you? 

From the replies, our 3 night 

schedule seems to please 

most with the option to add 

days if you choose.  Also, the 

majority have no preference 

to “days of the week”.  We 

received some suggestions 

for various locations that we 

will consider in the future. 

The idea of a “roving rally” 

was of interest to many.  

Thanks for your input. 



DEER RUN RV RESORT, CROSSVILLE, TN  -  July 18th to 21st 
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 Our summer rally will be at Deer Run in Crossville, TN July 18-21(three nights)-                

931-484-3333. If you were at the Ft. Summit rally, you heard about some of the attractions 

in the area. Crossville is a beautiful area located on a high plateau, so summers are a little 

cooler and the park is located in a wooded area. Below is the handout that I made to  

share at Crossville. All of the sites listed have their own web site and I encourage you to 

read more about them. 

*Deer Run RV Resort—Places of interest located with driving distance* 

*Cumberland Homesteads Project*- 14 miles, 24 minutes 

96 Hwy 68, Cumberland Homesteads, TN 931-456-9663 (SE of Deer Run) 

*This was one of the projects of FDR to try to bring the country out to the Depression. Visit the tower museum first and 

then take a driving tour to see the houses. One home has been preserved for the public. The rest are private homes. 

Cost for museum is low.   

 

*Historic Rugby*- 55 miles, 1 hr, 12 min 

5517 Rugby Hwy (Hwy 52), Rugby, TN 37733 1-888-214-3400 (north of Deer Run) 

*The second sons of the English nobility didn’t get an inheritance so some of them came over to this area in the 

1800’s to built a utopian community based on farming. The problem was this was a difficult area to  

farm and they knew little of farming. Amazingly, their library with books, a chapel, and some cottages survived the 

years and is now being preserved. 

 

*Alvin York State Park*- 53 miles-1 hr, 5 min 

Hwy 127, Pall Mall, TN (almost at the KY line) 931-879-6456 (north of Deer Run) 

*Alvin York grew up in a very poor region of TN and had never traveled far from home when he had to go overseas to 

fight in WW1. He became a hero by capturing a German regimen and as a thank you was given this  

land for a home and farm. His home is there as well as a grist mill. This can be combined with a trip to Rugby since they 

are both in the same direction. 

 

*Oak Ridge*-also known as the Secret City – 55 miles, 1 hour, 5 min.  

(also see web sites for The Manhattan Project) 

102 Robertsville Road, Oak Ridge, TN 1-800-887-3429 (east off I-40) 

*There are many places connected to the project so the best place is to start at the Visitor’s Bureau where you can get 

information. There are several web sites and I would encourage you to read them before visiting  

the city. Oak Ridge was literally built in a matter of months as a secret place to enrich uranium for the atom bomb that 

the US was trying to build, although the bomb itself was not built at Oak Ridge. It was top secret and it’s amazing how 

they were able to pull it off. 

 

*Museum of Appalachia* 88 miles, 1 hour, 34 min. 

2819 Andersonville Hwy, Clinton, TN 865-494-7680 (northeast on I75) 

*This is one of my favorite places to visit because there’s so much to see. John Irwin realized that the unique heritage 

that was Appalachia was disappearing and he set out to collect as many relics as he could.  

He collected house wares, farm equipment, all sort of items related to the mountain life, and he moved many buildings 

to the grounds and restored them. Does not stay open late. 

 

*Fall Creek Falls State Park*- 40 miles, 1 hr 

2009 Village Camp Road, Pikeville, TN 423-881-5298 (south of Deer Run) 

*One of the largest and prettiest parks in TN. It has miles of walking and biking trails. There is a waterfall that you can 

hike to if you enjoy walking. There is a large lake with cabins and a conference center with dining hall, as well as camp-

sites. This is a very popular state park, so reservations may be required if you plan to camp here. 

For additional rally 

information, to sug-

gest a rally site, or 

host a rally in your 

area please contact  

Alvin & Arline Cantrell 

our rally VP’s. 

taco@windstream.net 

770-345-6484 or 

770-880-9369 

Membership Info: 

Nita Wilkinson 

VP, Membership 

chinookcampingclub@cox.net 



A MESSAGE FROM YOUR RALLY  VP’s 
 

Hi Fellow Chinook members, 

 

Alvin and I know if you live any place other than Florida you are probably as happy as we are to see this warmer 

weather. Although our next rally is scheduled during a hot part of the year, the Crossville area is located on a high 

plateau and it is generally cooler there. This is our “history” rally, so we hope you can make it if you haven’t been 

to this area. 

Don and Jo Phillips have volunteered to host a rally next May near Washington, D.C.  This will be a four night rally 

starting May 17, 2011 at Cherry Hill RV Park in College Park, Maryland. This park is only 12 miles from downtown 

Washington and is on the metro bus line so there’s transportation into the city. The price is $52.20 per night. This 

includes tax and water, electric, sewer, Wi-Fi, and cable.  Deposit is $25 at the time of reservation and may be 

cancelled up to one month in advance.  While we will try to find less expensive places for the last two rallies of 

2011, this is a good price for being this close to Washington. 

We would like to have a rally that is more to the north or west of our club area, but in order to do so we need 

hosts. If you want to host a rally in one of these areas, or anywhere else for that matter, please let us know. 

 

Arline & Alvin Cantrell 

Rally VP’s 
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For those of you who have visited Cades Cove in the western part of the Smokies in the last few 

years, you know how bad the pavement on the loop road had become. This year a total redo job for the road 

was scheduled and was completed in late April. Alvin and I visited in May to see how the job turned out and 

we want to share our findings. The park was the prettiest we have seen it in a long time and the paving job 

was excellent. Although the road wasn’t widened, pull outs had been added and many of them were paved. 

In the past, if you pulled off the pavement in some spots, you risked damage to your car from the drop offs. 

The area to the side of the road is now level with the pavement so you no longer have to fear that. The only 

caution I would make is to watch the small “bridges”. None of the stream crossings have railings and some 

of them are very narrow, so pay attention especially on the side of the cove past the Cable area. We have 

driven our Chinook around the cove. 

If you have never visited Cades Cove and haven’t heard of it, it is an area near the western border of 

the Smokies that was the home to many families before the park took the land. The park forced the people 

to sell and move out. Plans were to let the entire area go back to nature, but that didn’t entirely happen. 

Most of the homes and buildings were torn down, but the park still cuts most of the fields inside the loop 

and some outside, and several log cabins and churches have been preserved. It is a beautiful, peaceful area 

especially early in the morning when the fog is over the fields. 

The cove is a relatively level area approximately one mile in width by twelve miles in length. It is com-

pletely surrounded by mountains, so travel into and out of the cove was difficult and many people rarely trav-

eled out of the cove although by 1900 the cove wasn’t as isolated. Most families farmed. There are many 

books that have been written about the cove and can be purchased at park visitor centers. Today there is a 

good road into the area and then the loop road takes you around the cove. Also, there is a large campground 

there, but it doesn’t have any hookups. It does have a ranger station, a small store, and bike rentals. Reser-

vations for camping are required most of the year. 

Submitted by Arline Cantrell 

 

Websites: 

www.DiscoverCadesCove.com 

www.gsmnp.com/pages/

cades_cove.html 

MEMBER TRAVELOGUE 

CADES COVE 



Rally Hosts Maria & Dan Ashby 

Members accept the challenge of a Chinook 

“history” quiz! 

Fred always wanted to be an  

Engineer! 
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There’s always room for one more! 

And then Arline 

tries to find out if 

we are “Smarter 

than  a Fifth 

Grader! 

Great fun for all! 

Pancakes on the griddle….. Boy 

were they good! 

What goes up 

must come 

down! 

Pensacola Lighthouse 

The sun sets on another great rally ! 
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Membership News 

Our membership (currently at 94) is stable as new members join and some members leave. Since March, we’ve wel-

comed 4 families: Norm and Pat Lavallee, Frank and Peggy Shafer, Frank and Frances Hinson, Lana and Shelly Koon.  

Sadly, too soon, we are also saying good-bye to the Lavallees with the unexpected passing away of Pat in May and the 

sale of their coach. 

Members represent the following Chinook ownership: 

 Concourse 48   Cascade   4 

Glacier  14   Summit    2 

 Premier  14   Toyota    1 

 Destiny  11 

  

Model years range from 1984 through 2006, with mileage from 5,000 to 160,000 miles. 

In the Spring, 2010 directories were provided to all members, along with a one-page handy spreadsheet pull-out listing.   

Business cards with our contact info and rally schedule were given out at the April rally for members to share with 

coaches you meet in your travels.  More cards will be available at the July rally for those who did not make it to the beach.  

As you meet other Chinook owners in your travels, please invite them to join us and pass on a card. 

Nita Wilkinson                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

VP Membership                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

chinookcampingclub@cox.net 

 

Larry & Luanne Dennison, not so “new” members, attended their first rally at Gulf State 

Park.  Larry & Luanne traveled from Missouri to take part in the Spring Rally.   We were all 

very happy to meet them!   

 

                                    

 

Chinook Camping Club 

                                Nita Wilkinson VP, Membership 

ENHANCE YOUR CHINOOK EXPERIENCE 

Saw your coach and hop
e you join us! 

www.chinookrvclub.net 

chinookcampingclub@cox.net 

Chinook Camping Club 

Nita Wilkinson VP, Membership 

ENHANCE YOUR CHINOOK EXPERIENCE 

Saw your coach and hop
e you join us! 

www.chinookrvclub.net 

chinookcampingclub@cox.net 

FIRST RALLY 
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CHINOOK CHOW—RECIPES FROM THE ROAD 

                              ROTELLE PASTA SALAD          

8 oz Rotelle macaroni, cooked with sea salt and drained                                                                      

Red, Green & Yellow bell peppers,  seeded and chopped  

3 Roma tomatoes,  seeded and chopped  

1 pkg. Good Seasons Italian dressing  - mixed according to package directions. 

Mix all of the above, refrigerate and serve! 

Teri Harris served this Pasta Salad at our recent rally and it disappeared quickly!  A perfect summer pasta salad 

that will be enjoyed by everyone.   Thanks Teri! 

SUE DeMARTINI’S WESTERN BEANS 

Sauté in olive oil 1 to 2 finely chopped yellow onions with 6 to 7 slices of bacon snipped into small pieces;  Add a 

little green pepper if you like.  Add 1 to 2 lbs. of ground beef to that mixture and cook until browned.  Stir in 3 to 4 

cans of Bush’s Baked Beans (or any brand you prefer).  As they cook add about 1/2 cup brown sugar, 2 table-

spoons yellow mustard, 5 tablespoons ketchup.  Next stir in one can crushed or diced tomatoes, a dash of Worces-

tershire Sauce.  Add salt, pepper and Lawry’s Seasoning Salt to taste.  Simmer on low for several hours. 

Sue serves this hot or cold and is a family favorite.  You can adjust your ingredients according to the quantity you 

want to make.  At the rally Sue used a huge #10 size can of baked beans.    (And Russ ate too many!!!!) 

FLUFFY 2-STEP CHEESECAKE MINIS 

12 Nilla Wafers   (Carol used Oreos)                                            Thanks to Carol Cummiskey, these are delicious! 

1 pkg., 8 oz. Philadelphia Cream Cheese, softened 

1/3 cup sugar 

1 tub (8 oz) Cool Whip Topping, thawed, divided 

1/4 cup Baker’s Angel Flake Coconut, toasted 

PLACE  1 wafer on bottom of each of 12 paper-lined medium muffin cups; set aside. Beat cream cheese and sugar 

in large bowl with wire whisk or electric mixer until well blended. Add 2 1/4 cups of the whipped topping; mix well. 

Spoon evenly into muffin cups. 

REFRIGERATE  3 hours or overnight. Spread tops with remaining whipped topping. Sprinkle with coconut just be-

fore serving. Store leftover cheesecakes in refrigerator.  (Like they’ll be any leftovers!!!!) 

Makes 1 dozen or 12 servings 
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MEMBER MAINTENANCE TIPS . . . . OR THINGS WE LEARN THE HARD WAY 

BRAKES: 

After having some trouble with overheating brakes on our trip to Gulf Shores, we recently had our front 

brakes  checked and then replaced.  The service director at the local Ford dealership said the cause was brake fluid 

that broke down, boiled (because of stop and go traffic) and then did not provide lubrication to the calipers. The cali-

pers stuck and the brake pads overheated and burned.  He said the brake fluid is the most overlooked maintenance 

issue ever.  He said every 5 years the system should be flushed and new fluid put in.  He said brakes will last a lot 

longer!     Contributed by Steve & Darnell Farris 

BRAKES 2:   

Brake fluid is hygroscopic and attracts water.  It is the water in the fluid that boils and also causes the rusting of the 

internal parts.  So….change the fluid...it’s cheap!  (Cheaper than new calipers!)                                                           

Contributed by  Larry & Luanne Dennison 

LUG NUTS: 

Be sure to have your lug nuts checked after installing new tires and periodically thereafter.  Steve Seekins offered 

the following:  Wheels should always be hand torqued.  Checked about 200 miles after changing, then again at 

about 500 miles.  After that, I would recommend every 2K miles or so and when first getting out of storage.  I always 

keep a torque wrench in my tool box.  Another alternative is to use a calibrated “torque stick” with an impact wrench.   

This information is important particularly after a member had a wheel fly off driving down the interstate! 

WEBSITES /PRODUCTS OF INTEREST: 

Medical Alert USB Drives:  Sold by various companies and available at most pharmacies.  Carry your medical infor-

mation with you in case of an emergency in this convenient, easy to carry form.  Some companies offering this prod-

uct: 

www.medictag.com                                                                                                                                                    

www.my-medical-id.com                                                                                                                                           

www.americanmedical-id.com                                                                                                                            

www.traveler-er.com                         

Also, available with a Good Sam Club discount from www.GSCinsurance.com/MedFlash 

Happy Bowl  - a creative product for your RV toilet!   www.happybowl.com    Coupon Code:  CHINOOK for an $8.95 

discount when purchasing 4 packages. 

New windshield cover from ADCO that has zippered, screened side windows.  Available from Camping World.  It is 

called the ADCO Deluxe Class C Windshield Cover and retails for $55.00.  Members Vic & Donna Cruz displayed their 

new cover at the Gulf State Park Rally and it is a nice change allowing light in through a center panel on the wind-

shield and fresh air through the side screens.  Close the panels for complete privacy at night! 



BirThdAY 

And  

ANNIVERSARY WISHES 

BIRTHDAYS 

MAY 

    MARIA ASHBY              KEN  BURR 

     EVELYN RUNYON        CYNDY GABRYS 

 

JUNE 

     ED CREMENS              RUSS DISBROW 

    JENNINE PORTA          EILEEN DISBROW 

        LENNY MELANCON 

 LORETTA MELANCON      BILL STORMENT 

              LUANNE DENNISON 

BIRTHDAYS 

January 

    FRED PRAHL                  JIM RUNYON 

    RENA HULL                      DON PHILLIPS 

 

FEBRUARY 

    DONNA STURKIE             DAN ASHBY 

RANDALL  WELLS 

 

march 

BLAIR YOUNGER 

 

APRIL 

   ANN BEDWELL        CAROL CUMMISKEY 

     SUE DEMARTINI         LARRY  HULL 

JANUARY                                

Mark & Jennine McCluski       

FEBRUARY                       

Lance & Ann Bedwell          

Harry & Ginny Bufkin         

Russ & Eileen Disbrow     

MARCH                            

David & Sue DeMartini—50th    

APRIL                                

Larry & Lena Hull 

MAY                                       

Fred & Marilyn Prahl—50th 

JUNE                                      

Ed & Diane Cremens          

Jack & Carol Cummiskey       

Dick & Mary Sands 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

SUNSHINE CORNER 

May your joys be as deep as the ocean, your 

sorrows as light as the foam….. 

For all of our members needing our prayers, support and well wishes. 
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In Memory of 

Patricia 

Lavallee 

1947   -  2010                      


