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What a great year !  Our renewal process was a huge 

success (Thank you Jim and Nita!) and we have gained 

7 new member units since the first of the year.   

The April rally hosted by Dan & Maria Ashby at Gulf 

State Park was a wonderful event.  The state park had immacu-

late facilities and huge sites.  òChinook Centraló was born and 

members gathered for meals, friendship and games.  Many 

thanks to our hosts. 

Itõs time now to think to the future, ways to improve, places to go 

and how you can volunteer and help out your fellow club mem-

bers continue to enjoy belonging to the Chinook Camping Club! 

Sincerely,    

Eileen  

Presidentôs Message 

GULF STATE PARK RALLY A HUGE SUCCESS!   
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Thank you to the 

Webmaster for both                    

CRVC and CCC,  

Dave Shehane, 

for his time and talent in  

posting our Trailblazer. 

Members Bob & Louise Schloss 

and Ken & Ella Burr enjoy a 

walk on the beach at the Gulf 

State Park Rally 
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Inside this issue:  

Crossville Area Info 2 

  
Rally VP Message 3 

  
Deer Run Resort 4 

  
Cape May Annual 5 

Lazy Days Rally 6 

Travelogue 7 

Photo Page 8 

VP, Membership 9 

Chinook Chow 10 

Maintenance Tips 11 

Member Page 12 

The Trailblazer is a publication of the Chinook Camping Club 

The Chinook Camping Club met at Gulf State Park in Gulf Shores, AL for our Spring Rally.    The event 

was hosted by Dan & Maria Ashby.   

Our usual activities, Potluck, a cook-out and breakfast were held at what has been dubbed by Alvin 

Cantrell as òChinook Centraló.  A canopy was purchased by the club for use at rallies and it was a wel-

come addition.  The sites were  spacious and we all enjoyed gathering there.    Members had the oppor-

tunity to visit Dan & Mariaõs beach home, tour the local area, and enjoy the natural beauty of the camp-

ground.  A large group had lunch at Lambertõs Caf® òHome of the Throwed Rollóñ what an experience!  

As we parted on Wednesday, many headed east to the Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola to watch 

the Blue Angels Practice.  Some members even climbed to the top of the Pensacola Lighthouse! 

RALLY SURVEY 

To date only 13 responses 

have been receivedé.what 

happened to the rest of you? 

From the replies, our 3 night 

schedule seems to please 

most with the option to add 

days if you choose.  Also, the 

majority have no preference 

to òdays of the weekó.  We 

received some suggestions 

for various locations that we 

will consider in the future. 

The idea of a òroving rallyó 

was of interest to many.  

Thanks for your input. 



DEER RUN RV RESORT, CROSSVILLE, TN  -  July 18th to 21st 
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 Our summer rally will be at Deer Run in Crossville, TN July 18-21(three nights)-                

931-484-3333. If you were at the Ft. Summit rally, you heard about some of the attractions 

in the area. Crossville is a beautiful area located on a high plateau, so summers are a little 

cooler and the park is located in a wooded area. Below is the handout that I made to  

share at Crossville. All of the sites listed have their own web site and I encourage you to 

read more about them. 

*Deer Run RV ResortñPlaces of interest located with driving distance* 

*Cumberland Homesteads Project*- 14 miles, 24 minutes 

96 Hwy 68, Cumberland Homesteads, TN 931-456-9663 (SE of Deer Run) 

*This was one of the projects of FDR to try to bring the country out to the Depression. Visit the tower museum first and 

then take a driving tour to see the houses. One home has been preserved for the public. The rest are private homes. 

Cost for museum is low.   

 

*Historic Rugby*- 55 miles, 1 hr, 12 min 

5517 Rugby Hwy (Hwy 52), Rugby, TN 37733 1-888-214-3400 (north of Deer Run) 

*The second sons of the English nobility didnõt get an inheritance so some of them came over to this area in the 

1800õs to built a utopian community based on farming. The problem was this was a difficult area to  

farm and they knew little of farming. Amazingly, their library with books, a chapel, and some cottages survived the 

years and is now being preserved. 

 

*Alvin York State Park*- 53 miles-1 hr, 5 min 

Hwy 127, Pall Mall, TN (almost at the KY line) 931-879-6456 (north of Deer Run) 

*Alvin York grew up in a very poor region of TN and had never traveled far from home when he had to go overseas to 

fight in WW1. He became a hero by capturing a German regimen and as a thank you was given this  

land for a home and farm. His home is there as well as a grist mill. This can be combined with a trip to Rugby since they 

are both in the same direction. 

 

*Oak Ridge*-also known as the Secret City ð 55 miles, 1 hour, 5 min.  

(also see web sites for The Manhattan Project) 

102 Robertsville Road, Oak Ridge, TN 1-800-887-3429 (east off I-40) 

*There are many places connected to the project so the best place is to start at the Visitorõs Bureau where you can get 

information. There are several web sites and I would encourage you to read them before visiting  

the city. Oak Ridge was literally built in a matter of months as a secret place to enrich uranium for the atom bomb that 

the US was trying to build, although the bomb itself was not built at Oak Ridge. It was top secret and itõs amazing how 

they were able to pull it off. 

 

*Museum of Appalachia* 88 miles, 1 hour, 34 min. 

2819 Andersonville Hwy, Clinton, TN 865-494-7680 (northeast on I75) 

*This is one of my favorite places to visit because thereõs so much to see. John Irwin realized that the unique heritage 

that was Appalachia was disappearing and he set out to collect as many relics as he could.  

He collected house wares, farm equipment, all sort of items related to the mountain life, and he moved many buildings 

to the grounds and restored them. Does not stay open late. 

 

*Fall Creek Falls State Park*- 40 miles, 1 hr 

2009 Village Camp Road, Pikeville, TN 423-881-5298 (south of Deer Run) 

*One of the largest and prettiest parks in TN. It has miles of walking and biking trails. There is a waterfall that you can 

hike to if you enjoy walking. There is a large lake with cabins and a conference center with dining hall, as well as camp-

sites. This is a very popular state park, so reservations may be required if you plan to camp here. 

For additional rally 

information, to sug-

gest a rally site, or 

host a rally in your 

area please contact  

Alvin & Arline Cantrell 

our rally VPõs. 

taco@windstream.net 

770-345-6484 or 

770-880-9369 

Membership Info: 

Nita Wilkinson 

VP, Membership 

chinookcampingclub@cox.net 


